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About Our Current Series

“More In Jesus Than We Could Ever Lose For His Sake”
(The NT Book of Hebrews)

*Who was the human writer of this book? We do not know! We do know

that the Holy Spirit inspired this author.

*When was this book written? Context indicates that it was written not too
long after Jesus ascension. long enough for the gospel to have spread and yet
before the Jerusalem Temple (and with it the temple ritual) was destroyed by
Rome in AD 70,

*To whom was this book written? Jews of three types:

Eirst Group ~ Jews who had become actual though immature Christians
(5:12). In their immaturity, they did not expeet the persecution from fellow
Jews especially their families.

Secand Group ~ Jews who had been enlightened by the truth of the gospel.
Intellectually and conditionally they belicved but had not actually believed in
terms of being fully committed and unconditionally surrendered to Jesus (see
the wamings in 2:1-3, 6:4-6). They were not yet saved.,

Third Group ~ Jews that did not claim to be Christians but were being
evangelized here.

As Dr. John MacArthur explains: “The primary message is addressed to
believers. Periodically there are interspersed warnings to the two
unbelieving groups. In a masterful way, in a way that could only be divine,
the Holy Spirit speaks to all three. He mees every one of their particular
needs and their specific questions in this one supernatural masterpicce.”

* What should we realize about the difficult of being (or becoming) a
Jewish Christian then? The Jewish religion had been granted legal status in
the Roman world. However, by this time Christianity was outside that
protection and acceptance. Jews who became Christians ‘were rejected by
fellow Jews. ‘They were banned from the temple, synagogues and often their
oown Jewish family. They faced the loss of what had been their identity and
treasured community. The old covenant ways God had given in the past
were 1o be left behind for the new covenant in Jesus. that they had pointed to
and which now included Gentiles as equals. All this was of God but it was
very new and costly. This s why the writer of Hebrews shows carcfully the
superiority and greater worth of Jesus and all we have in Him over all we
lose for His sake!
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* Why is understanding Hebrews urgent for Gentile Christians like us today?
First; because of what passages like 2 Timothy 3:16-17 tells us about “All
Scripture”.

Second; because we also have actual Christians needing to mature and accept
the costs, as well as intellectual (only professing but conditional)
“Christians”. We also have non-Christians to reach! (We have parallels to
these three groups.)

Third; because the book of Hebrews shows the significance of Jesus from
God’s point of view as the final and superior fulfillment of all that the Jewish
Levitical system (and prophets) pointed to!

*What does (or might) being unconditionally faithful to Jesus cost you?
*Who of us doesn’t need our understanding. appreciation and worship of
Jesus sharpened and decpened?




